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explain the role of stereotypes in this context. This paper does not identify a new 
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environment. In practical terms, this means characterizing the most common 
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said that entering the terra incognita

-

-

-

Discussion board used in research Available online

http://www.chrudim.info

Table 1. 

: 



130

-
pendent of each other, in the analysis. I have analyzed more than twenty internet 

of people. The relevance of this choice is connected with my intention to show how 
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is manifested. A stereotype, in this sense, is an expression of a certain convic-

-

-

-
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Results
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Table 2. 

Types of most common stereotypes accross discussion forums

Type 1 Roma ethnicity is in parasitical relation with the majority

Type 2

           2a                                     conscious unemployment

           2b                                     truancy

           2c                                     welfare transfers

           2d                                     co-payments to medication 

           2e                                     numerous offspring

Type 3

           3a                                     music, performance and dance

           3b                                     eroticism and nomadic traditions

Type 4

Type 5 Belief that Roma are responsible for criminality
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-

15

children (

-

-
lice patrol ( 16 

-

enjoy and which are not generally shared with the majority, for example, the 

more common narratives. 
17 
-

they went to the committee18 19

-

-

15 
16 
17 Most likely this refers to the legal obligation to work during communism. Those who did not work under the 

communist regime could face several weeks in jail for “parasitism”. 

18 Most likely a reference to local “National Committees”, which acted as regional authorities during 

communism. 

19 
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-

precisely
-

-
20

-
-

21

22

contain even apocalyptic conspiracy theories, intended as a warning for the ma-

recent political developments. 
-

23

24 

20 
21 

article/110 (11/11/2012).

22 

23 The names of locations where the Roma population is seen as quickly growing. 

24 
(11/11/2012).



136

25

-

-
-

-

26

-
tions and the need to escape places where they overstayed their welcome. The 

-

3/4/2012).27

-
28

-
-

25 

26 

27 
28 
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29

-

30 

31

32 

-
-

-

33

29 

30 
31 

article/110 (11/11/2012).

32 
33 
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-

34.
35 36

-

-

37 

-
-

ad nauseam and 

-

-

Mechanisms of Stereotype Promotion on Discussion Forums

-

-

34 The former and current major of Prague respectively. 

35 Karolína Peake, politician.

36 
(11/11/2012).

37 
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-

-
-

-
-

croft, 2005, p. 2).

-

form of a narrative told from the perspective of someone closely related to the 

close friend, or even the poster himself. The apparent aim here is to give a very 

-

-
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38

-

39

40

41

-

42 

-

-

-

38

39 There’s a side-street there, inhabited solely by Roma, a kind of colony

40

41

42 
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-

-

-

tanned43

-

-
44 45

-

11/19/2009)46

-

43 Reference to darker skin tone associated with Roma.

44 Reference to the winner of a popular, -like reality show. 

45 American Idol. 

46

article/110 (11/11/2012).
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claim: 
-

49

50

-

-

48 

(11/14/2012).

49 

50 
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-
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52

-

historical contexts, while assigning traits associated with the alleged history of 

-

53 -
54 The majority 

gadjos

55

-
th

st

52

53 A rare anti-Roma racial slur. 

54 
nationality should not feel offended by anti-Roma rhetoric, because they don’t count themselves among the 

Romani people anyway. 

55 
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-

-

11/19/2011).56

-
-

-

Legitimization and sources of racism based on stereotypes  

disseminated through discussion forums

-

-
-
-

56 
(11/14/2012).
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near water treatment plants, pig farms, etc. is not important. What is important 
-

-

57

58

-

-

59

60

57 
58 
59 By the way.

60 
article/110 (11/12/2012).
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-

61

-

living in the town of Milovice. 
-

8/23/2011).62

-

-

-

61 
62 
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-

-

64

-

-
egy plays well to the intents of racists. In many posts, the fears are directly ar-

65 

and, in this way, the stereotype spreads among the majority society. Fears are 

-
-

63 
64 

(11/15/2012).

65 
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on the side of minorities. 
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Conclusion
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create narratives. 
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-

The next step in the negotiation of segregated space is the legitimization of 

themselves. A common strategy here is a claim that the racist poster is not really 
-

-
mization agenda. 

A very strong motive for the posters who are not necessarily racist them-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
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-
vironments. 
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