Legends and myths from Lower Silesia in Poland

SCENE ONE: The petrified dancers
This legend concerns the origin of bas-reliefs that can be seen on 50/51 Szewska street in Wrocław. 
A poor widow had nine beautiful daughters. To her despair, the only things they would engage in was having fun, dancing and meeting other people. Hoping that they would be happily married someday, the mother put up with the  children’s behaviour, but their going out dancing on Good Friday was something that she could not accept, so she locked them inside a room in the house. For some time the girls sat there sadly, but then they thought that it would be a good idea to sneak out through the window. When they reached the cornice that ran along the building, a light wind blew.  At that very moment , they were turned into stone and  have remained there petrified to this day.
SCENE TWO: The Witches Bridge
The legend speaks of the origin of the Witches Bridge that connects the two towers of  the St. Mary Magdalen Cathedral in Wrocław.

A long time ago there lived a disobedient young witch called Tekla. She was vain and lazy, which drove her parents mad. Eventually Tekla’s own father cursed her because of her idleness and recklessness. That very same day, she was kidnapped, dragged to the bridge between the cathedral towers and told to clean this part of the church over and over again until the end of the world. When she grew old and too weak to do it, she was given a helper – a young girl Martynka. One day Martynka stole Tekla’s broom and found out why the old woman was forced to clean the bridge. She was greatly moved by the story. When she met a wizard in the market square and did him a favour, he promised to grant her one wish. Martynka asked the wizard to break the curse under which Tekla was held. From then on the woman no longer had to clean the bridge, but the story still remains as a warning for idle girls.
SCENE THREE: The Black Great-Grandmother
This legend tells the story concerning the ghost that dwelt in Grodziec Castle. The Black Great-Grandmother, as she was called, was a wraith dressed in black. She would often help people – on her chest hung a cross that would tarnish each time she met an evil man.

The lord that ruled the castle intended to marry off his daughter to a noble knight. Notwithstanding her reluctance, the wedding was arranged and preparations for it had started. The night before it was to take place, the Black Great-Grandmother showed herself to the bride, warned her against some danger and urged her to escape. After the girl ran away, it quickly became known that the groom was really a bandit who robbed common people. The father forgave his daughter for  the getaway that enabled her to avoid marrying a bad man. The Black Great-Grandmother gave her cross to the family so that it would warn them against evil people from then on.
SCENE FOUR: The drowning of witches
This legend tells how a woman who was accused of witchcraft was saved by the saint himself near the Church of St. Nicholas.
One day , a group of people gathered by the bank of the  Odra  near the Mill Bridge to see the execution of a woman who was said to be a witch. The executioner tied the accused’s hands and feet, dressed her in the traditional red robe, and  threw her into the boat which was then pushed away. To the onlookers’ great amazement, the woman would not drown – the Odra’s waves carried her towards the river bank and made the boat run aground near the church of St. Nicholas. It was said  that what happened was a miracle performed  by the saint.
